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EDEN - Discover Hidden Treasures

How well Europeans know destinations in
Member States or candidate countries? The
EDEN competition gives the opportunity to
discover those nature and culture pearls and
be more aware of the beauty of Europe.

‘European Destinations of ExcelleNce’is a
project promoting sustainable tourism de-
velopment models across the European
Union. EDEN, launched in 20086, effectively
achieves the objective of drawing attention
to the values, diversity and common fea-
tures of European tourist destinations.

There is an annual theme, chosen by the
Commission together with the relevant na-
tional tourism bodies. In 2010 first time the
topic was ‘aquatic tourism’. The key fea-
ture of the selected destinations is their
commitment to social, cultural and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The EDEN project helps to spread the
sustainable practices used in the chosen-

»Peene Impressions - Amazon of the North*

destinations across the Union and to turn
these places into all-year-round venues.
Every year each participating country se-
lects its “destination of excellence”. The
names of the winners are usually commu-
nicated to the Commission before sum-
mer and awarded in an official European
ceremony.

Further information about EDEN you will
get here: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/
sectors/tourism/eden/index_en.htm

EUROPE TODAY will present in each is-
sue the winner region of the participated
countries. This year's winner in Germany
‘Peene’ will start.

The German Tourism organization (DTV)
by order of The Federal Ministry of Econo-
mics and Technology (BMWI) supported
by the institute BTE, Tourism Manage-
ment, Regional Development handled the
procedure and election.
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Further information about EDEN-Germa-
ny you will get here:
http://www.eden-deutschland.de/

The winning destination and the finalists
of EDEN-Germany 2010 you will find in
the EDEN Award brochure here: http:/
www.deutschertourismusverband.de/ex-
tradownloads/qualitaet/EDEN-Broschue-
re_Internet.pdf
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Interview with Nicola Schneider:

Which criteria participant regions had
to meet?

The key feature of the selected destina-
tions is their commitment to social, cultural
and environmental sustainability. The des-
tinations are emerging aquatic tourism de-
stinations in Germany applying with a boo-
kable tourism product. Out of 25 applicants
five regions in Germany were selected and
visited by the jury, which have made valu-
able contributions to promoting the quality,
beauty and variety of aquatic tourism in
Germany, with a particular focus on pre-
serving their natural resources and cultural
heritage. Their tourism products are desi-
gned as a means to reduce tourism con-
gestion and instead attract holidaymakers
throughout the entire year. Furthermore
the destination offers their aquatic tourism
products with new, innovative concepts.
To select the finalists and the winning de-
stination a set of 42 criteria ranging from
cooperation efforts, marketing activities,
innovation and quality of the tourist offer to
the three pillars of sustainability was deve-
loped.

Further information you find here: http:/
ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/tourism/
eden/what-is-eden/index_en.htm

Why the region ‘Peene’ won?

There are several reasons that warrant the
nomination of the Western Pomeranian
River District with its product “Across the
Amazon of the North” as EDEN winner de-
stination in Germany.

First of all the initiative constitutes a signi-
ficant contribution to water tourism deve-
lopment in Germany in that it offers tou-
rists the opportunity to travel comfortably
and in an environmentally friendly manner
through one of the last remaining unspoilt
river valleys in Western Europe. During its
90km course the Peene takes the visitors
through a unique refuge of rare plant and
animal species. As many as one quarter of
the more than 150 brooding bird species
found here are currently listed in the Red
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List of Endangered Species. So this area
offers the tourists a good opportunity to
experience nature first-hand, to obser-
ve rare, endangered plants and animals,
to lodge at the banks of the river and to
taste authentic regional cuisine. The tour
opens compelling new perspectives on
a region close to the Baltic coast that of-
fers previously little explored river valleys
and lakes well off the beaten tourist tracks
and a colourful history which spans from
the Slavic and Viking tribes to the time of
the Swedish rule.The actors in the region
have done a great job to develop the area.
The success of the ,,Across the Amazon
of the North“ canoe trip and other tourism
products depends on effective cooperati-
on between the various tourism providers
in the region. This cooperation, which is
organised by a network manager, is called
the ,Abenteuer Flusslandschaft“ network.

The specific collaboration between the
partners is arranged through network ag-
reements which also include performance
and quality standards. Another reason is
the effective protection of their natural he-
ritage. As a natural conservation area of
European significance, the entire destina-
tion enjoys protection under several natu-
ral environmental protection programmes.
Furthermore a strong focus of the tourism
product is accessibility. All hotels and pen-
sions participating in the project are freely
accessible. The canoes are wheelchair
accessible as well. Since 2009, visitors
with disabilities who are unable to climb
into a canoe can experience nature from
one of the accessible and extremely safe
solar boats.But also in terms of criteria like
contribution to reducing visitor congestion,
tourism service quality and customer fo-
cus and marketing efforts the region could
convince the jury.

You as one of 5 Jury Members — what
inspired you most?

| was mostly exited about the personal de-
dication of each single person involved in
tourism in the area striving for the same
goal. Especially since the districts of Dem-
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min, Eastern Pomerania, Uecker-Randow
and Northwestern Pomerania have been
economically devastated since the fall of
the Berlin Wall in 1989. Nowadays the
tourism presented enhances the attrac-
tiveness of the entire region, also for the
local inhabitants, who might not always
recognize the natural and cultural value of
the region in the first place. And what is
happening in the Peene region is exactly
what | like most about tourism: the reva-
luation of nature and culture. Finding and
awarding those hidden treasures is what
makes this award so important!

How far do you think Germany is deve-
loped regarding sustainable Tourism
comparing to other Member States?

Tourism in Germany has done good steps
towards sustainability in the last years,
there are many appreciable initiatives
showing that. If you look at the applicants
for the EDEN award you will notice what's
going on all around German. But we are
still quite restrained when it comes to the
communication. Customer demand and
trends in many industries (e.g. food, fa-
shion etc.) show that sustainability is not
just important for a small niche market
anymore. So | hope we will be more dar-
ing and proactive in promoting sustainable
tourism in Germany. That is what we can
learn from the Anglo-Saxon countries.

Nicola Schneider

Nicola Schneider is a freelancing
tourism consultant specialized in
sustainable tourism develope-
ment. She studied international
tourism management in Breda
(The Netherlands) and holds a
master degree in sustainable
tourism management. She has
been working several years as a
consultant in Berlin and is mostly active in the field of
tourism development concepts in a national context.
Besides this Ms Schneider co-founded a production
company for Image movies and organises among
other things congresses and tourism competitions.
Nicola Schneider was in charge of the developement
of the German EDEN award 2010 and a member of
the EDEN Jury by order of the institute BTE in Ber-
lin.
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Personnel
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Official Belgium
EU Website 2010:
http://www.eu2010.be/de

More information about
‘Who is Who’ of Belgium
Council of the European
Union:
http://www.eu2010.be/files/
bveu/media/source1856/
documents/Whos_Who.
PDF

Angelika NuBberger
European Court of Justice for Human
Rights: New Judge from Germany

Angelika NuBberger is one of the 47
judges send by the Members of the
Council of Europe.

Dr. Dr. h.c. NuBberger M.A. is an Ex-
pert for Eastern Europe and is cur-
rently the leading professor at the
institute of East European Law at the
University in Cologne. Her mandate
is starting 01st January 2011.

Benoit Battistelli
European Patent Office (EPO): New
President

The Frenchman Battistelli (59) re-
placed Alison Brimelow (GB) 01st
Juli 2010. He led the French Patent
Office (INPI) and is the chairman of
the administrative board of the Eu-
ropean Patent Organisation (EPO).
He studied at the Ecole Nationale
d‘Administration (ENA).

New Presidency of the
Council of the European
Union: Belgium

Spain committed the Presidency
Council of the European Union to
Belgium. The country chairs for the
twelfth time and will be responsible
from 01st of July — 31st of December.
Afterwards Hungary will be the final
candidate in this ‘presidency trios’
who will share common political pro-
grammes. This Function rotates bet-
ween the member states of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) every six months.
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The Commission has two new
directorates-general

As of July 1st, 2010, Directorate-General Justice,
Freedom and Security has become two directorates,
namely Directorate-General for Justice and Directora-
te-General for Home Affairs. Ms Francoise Le Bail has
been newly appointed as Director General for the Ju-
stice portfolio, while Mr Stefano Manservisi is the new
head of the Home Affairs directorate.

Ms Le Bail, of French nationa-
lity, is a Political Science and
Law Graduate and the outgoing
Deputy Director-General of DG
Enterprise. She had previously
served as Chief Spokesperson
of the European Commission.

The ltalian Mr Manservisi, a
Law graduate, is the outgoing
Director general of DG Deve-
lopment. In the past, he served
as Head of Cabinet for the Pre-
sident of the European Com-
mission Romano Prodi and as
Head of Cabinet for Commissi-
oner Mario Monti.
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Job Corner

European Union - INTERACT
Coordinator for the INTERACT Point in
Viborg

This person would be responsible for leading a
committed team of six staff in a wide range of
training, support and development tasks for Euro-
pean Territorial Cooperation programmes across
the whole Europe.

Area: Denmark

Deadline for applications:
17" September 2010

Further information you will get here:
http://www.interact-eu.net/jobs_experts/vacan-
cy_announcement_for_the_interact_program-
me/191/5176

European Commission Home Affairs

Temporary Staff for Directorate-General Home
Affairs

1. ,Internal Security”

2. ,Crisis management and Fight against terro-
rism“

The successful candidates will act as an indepen-
dent overseer, appointed by the European
Commission. He or she will be responsible for the
oversight and monitoring mission as required by
Article 12 (please see annex) of the agreement
between the European Union and the Unites Sta-
tes of America.

Area: Washington DC

Deadline for applications:
15" September 2010
(HOME-JUST-AV-VAC @ec.europa.eu)

Further information you will get here:
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/
avis_en.pdf

European Disability Forum (EDF)
Policy Officer (m/f)

You are committed to a human rights and so-
cial model approach to disability, and you have
an understanding of social policy in relation to
disability policies. You work in both English and
French. The knowledge of EU policies, institu-
tions and procedures is an asset.

Area: Brussels

Deadline for applications:
30" August 2010

Further information you will get here:
http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.
asp?DoclD=22112&thebloc=24941

Transparency International (TI)
Assistant Programme Coordinator, EU Projects
(Finance)

Main function:

Supporting the financial management and re-
porting of EC co-funded projects in the EU. Sup-
porting the successful financial implementation
of EC co-funded projects in the EU. Department:
Europe and Central Asia Department.

Area: Berlin
Deadline for applications: asap

Further information you will get here:
http://transparency.org/contact_us/work/
jobs#APC_finance

N

Place your European job offer here

Access 600.000 subscribers in Europe

Contact: Stephanie Matthes

stephanie.matthes @euroacad.eu
Phone: +49 (0) 30 802080-256
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